MAGDtWALD AM) PATRONAGE
This regard for social distinctions i.s deep rooted in the
class system ami will persist as long as the social caste remains.
Traced to its origin, it comes from the universal longing of
man for approbation of his fellows, and ultimately for their
admiration. \Vr only admire what is different; by the
acceptance of u title, a man i.s differentiated, and, in virtue
of that gift, we approve* him worthy of admiration. He is
segregated. He joins the select company of the title-bearers,
the aristocracy, the nobility, the peerage. In spite of the often
unworthy methods by which a title is acquired, the holder is
still regarded as on a higher plane.
To a Socialist who had become Prime Minister, the question
of ho\^ to deal with this power of patronage was awkward.
To the principle ami the practice of patronage of any kind
the Socialist is absolutely opposed. He would abolish the
adventitious distinctions awl differentiations which put men
and women into an exclusive class, as they are incompatible
with the very fundamentals of his faith. The system of society
he seeks to establish is based on liberty, equality, and fraternity.
Its ultimate aim is a classless world with no more distinction
between individual members of the State than there would be
between members of a family* A Socialist society means an
equal society* or it means nothing, and an equal society is one
in which men and women are significant by reason of the
services they render and not by reason of the titles they have
acquired or the property they possess.
Robert Burns states the Socialist standard of values when
he says :
* The rank is hut the guinea's stamp,
The tnan's the gowdfor a' that*
No one has put this general belief of the Socialist better
than MacDonald himself.   Writing of Keir Hardie, he said :
* When the great Labour Leader comes, whether he be
born from the people or not will be of little concern, the
decisive thing will be whether he values in his heart, as
Burns did,, the scenes and the people from which spring not
only *' Scotia's grandeur," but the power which is to purify
society  and  expose  the falseness  and  the vulgarity  of
materialist possession and class distinctions.   The mind of
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